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[bookmark: _Toc272057538]Pre-laboratory Questions
1. Complete the following table by providing the brain structure that best fits each description.

	Structure
	Description

	Thalamus 
	Relay center for all non-olfactory sensory information 

	hindbrain
	One of the three major regions of the mammalian brain; consists of the cerebellum, pons, and medulla

	Optic chiasma
	Where fibers from right and left optic nerves decussate to the opposite (left or right) optic tract

	Occipital lobes
	Cerebral lobe that receives and processes visual information

	Pineal gland
	Small endocrine gland that secretes melatonin

	hypothalamus
	Part of the forebrain that functions in both the nervous and endocrine systems; controls homeostatic, reproductive, and circadian functions

	Primary visual cortex 
	Cerebral lobe involved in cognitive processes, such as planning and inhibition of drives

	Cerebral fissure
	White matter tract that connects the left and right cerebral hemispheres

	medulla
	Part of the hindbrain that is responsible for learning and coordinating motor activities

	Brainstem
	One of the three major regions of the mammalian brain; consists of the cerebrum, thalamus, and hypothalamus
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